Interpreting Results of the California Achievement Tests

TEST SCORES IN PERSPECTIVE

When you interpret the student’s test results, remember that some measurement error is associated with any test
score. Remember, too, that a relatively short standardized test such as CAT/5 can only sample the many skills and
concepts that make up a curriculum area. When you are evaluating the student’s academic progress, you should
consider all the available information, including grades on classroom work and teacher judgments.

NATIONAL PERCENTILE & STAINES

Norm-Referenced scores provided by CAT/5 let you compare the achievement level of the student to a “national norm.”
The National Percentile (NP) represents the percentage of students in the norm group whose scores are lower than
those of this student. For example, a student whose NP is 65 scored higher than 65% of the students in the norm group.
The stanine represents the student’s score on a scale of equal units from 1-9. Please note the following comparison of
stanines and percentiles:
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Stanine Approx. Percentile Percentage of Students
9 Highest Level 96-99 4%
8 High Level 90-95 7%
7 Well Above Average 78-89 12%
6 Slightly Above Average 60-77 17%
5 Average 41-59 20%
4 Slightly Below Average 23-40 17%
3 Well Below Average 11-22 12%
2 Low Level 5-10 7%
1 Lowest Level 1-4 4%

GRADE EQUIVALENT

Here the student is compared to the achievement levels of a “national norm.” The norms were established by
administering CAT/5 to a large representative sample of students in the spring and fall of 1991.

Please note that the Grade Equivalent (GE) indicates the year and month of school for which a student’s level of
performance is typical. A GE of 6.2, for example, means that the student is achieving at a level that is typical of students
who had completed the second month of Grade 6 at the time the test was normed. (September is designated as .0, June
as .9). Extreme GE’s—generally those that are two or more years above or below the student’s actual grade level—must
be interpreted with caution. A GE of 6.6 obtained by a student in Grade 3, for example, does not mean that the student
is ready to do sixth grade work. It means only that the student is performing well above the average for Grade 3. GE’s
are most appropriately used for describing comparative levels of achievement in the elementary grades, when there are
fairly regular gains in the development of those skills.

CURRICULUM INFORMATION

The test content has been organized by curriculum objectives, each of which is measured by at least four items. The
report lists the Reading, Language, and Mathematics objectives that represent the student’s academic strengths and the
objectives with which the student may need further help. The possible levels of mastery are “N” for Non-Mastery, “P”
for Partial Mastery. “N” indicates a need for further instruction; “P” indicates a need for review, and “M” means the
student is ready to move on to other skills. (This section does not appear when the CAT/5 Survey is used.)
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